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For someone as reserved and gentle as Jane Roos Le Roux, it is hard to realize what a prime mover she has
been in our musical community. As one of the founders of San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music, she
has played a large role energizing the chamber music scene in her own quiet but persistent way.

That commitment is rooted in a lifelong love of music, “my first love,” she said recently. “My mother
who was a gifted singer saw that I really needed to follow it. I took piano lessons and violin lessons and I got
medium good. I majored in both pre-med and music in college.” Even though medicine won out as she
earned her medical degree at the University of Michigan and came west to become an obstetrician and
gynecologist, she kept up her music.

“I came west during the war, got out here to intern (at Children’s Hos-
pital), to get out of the Midwest, and I never left. I just loved it here.
Also, the difference in the opportunities for women out here, (they) were
so much greater. Women were doing everything out here. In the middle
west there was still a considerable difference in the types of practice you
could have.”

She didn’t let music drop once she began her medical practice. “No,
I took piano lessons, with Alice Morini, older sister of Erica, the dis-
tinguished violinist. I studied with her until she quit teaching, the late
sixties, I think it was.” Jane Le Roux kept up her medical practice for
“around forty years, until Leslie Roos (her second husband) got sick and
I had to stop.” But the music stayed on. Meanwhile, Jane kept going to
the Symphony. “I've always gone to the Symphony. I was so delighted
when I came here because they used to have a program where you could
go to a rehearsal if you were in the student category. And as an intern
and a resident at a hospital you were still a student. I subscribed every
year. Since those days, the Symphony has enjoyed a continuous growth.
It’s become a great orchestra.”

Meanwhile, she was restive about the paucity of chamber music in San Francisco. “The San Francisco
Chamber Music Society was getting defunct by the time I emerged.” she recalled. “There was no backing in
town for chamber music. San Francisco Performances brought mostly out-of-town quartets.” Jane’s thinking
was focused on the support of groups resident here. This interest, shared with others, is what led to the
founding of San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music.

“It all started because Jane Galante was trying to get some money together to get support for chamber music,
for a residency for the Alexander Quartet. Because she was interested in San Francisco State University she
wanted to raise money to start a series here. The president of the Bank of America at the time said, ‘You can’t
do anything without an organization behind you.’ So then Jane (Galante) came to me and said ‘Do you think
we could start an organization to support chamber music because there is nothing (now) to support it?’ She


















AN AFTERNOON OF CHAMBER MUSIC

“Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.”
This was the phrase that kept popping into my
mind as I listened to the performances by eight
groups of chamber musicians at “An Afternoon of
Chamber Music” presented in the Berkeley Piano
Club by San Francisco Friends of Chamber Mu-
sic on Saturday, 1st December. I have rarely expe-
rienced audiences who paid attention with such
focus and intensity to the music, even when for
many of them some of the compositions (“new” music), or groups, might have seemed alien to their musical preferences.

It was an unusual occasion and wonderful to experience the excitement that the concert generated. The performers were
all affiliates of San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music. The concert was free to the public, thanks to the Phyllis C. Wattis
Foundation, the Fleishhacker Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts. The aim was to showcase the diver-
sity of styles and traditions that are assumed under the rubric of chamber music. The groups were a collective of chamber
musicians who perform in various combinations (Classical Revolution), (sfSound), traditional and non-traditional string
quartets, (Afiara String Quartet, San Francisco Guitar Quartet, Quartet San Francisco), and instrumental and vocal duos,
(Sqwonk, martha & monica, ChamberBridge). The music included classical chamber music compositions, transcriptions for
“unusual” instruments, (Bach Toccata for organ transcribed for two bass clarinets), “genre-bending” world chamber music,
and avant-garde repertory. Many of the ensembles stayed to listen to one another, and socialize, and many musicians com-
mented on how much they had enjoyed the opportunity to participate in the unusual experience that this musical showcase
offered. Hadley McCarroll, pianist, martha & monica wrote: “The Day of Chamber Music on Saturday December 1st was a
wonderful chance to meet and hear the other groups of the Friends of Chamber Music—many times it is so difficult to manage
to get to people’s concerts, so I really appreciated the opportunity to hear the diversity of music on the program, and to meet new
friends. Thanks to Dominique and the board for putting together this marvelous event!”

The day was divided into two two-hour sessions with a “tea break” in between. The 80-seat performance venue, which was
packed throughout the performances, was the landmark Berkeley Piano Club on Haste Street in Berkeley, with its warm red-
wood interior and excellent acoustic ambiance. The audience filtered in and out during the concert, although many people
stayed for the full four hours of music. A total of 187 people were present for some or all of the performances. If success
can be measured by audience feedback, here are a few comments: “Everything was excellently performed! For both new and

seasoned listeners, I think the most successful repertoire choices were the non-traditional and unexpected.” - “The diversity of
music on the program was wonderful.” - “Thanks again for a great concert! What a smart idea to have all the groups spread
throughout the day.”

Some local chamber music presenters and professionals also attended, including the pianist, writer, and broadcaster, Sarah
Cabhill, who summed up the event: “It was a terrific showcase for a wide variety of performers. Since the event was free, I saw
many listeners there who might not ordinarily go to chamber music concerts, but might now make a point of going out to hear
more. The day was a delightful mix of old and new music, emerging and professional musicians, different types of ensembles,
showing what the Bay Area has to offer...I hope it becomes an annual event!”

A VERY SPECIAL EVENING WITH THE MIRO QUARTET!

The dynamic Mir6 Quartet has graciously donated an evening of music and celebration to honor San Francisco Friends of
Chamber Music’s most loyal supporters. This special invitation-only event will occur on Friday, February 29, 2008, 7:30 PM
and will feature the Mir6 performing and narrating the String Quartet by Debussy. The Quartet will be in town over that
weekend for two performances with Chamber Music San Francisco (www.chambermusicsf.org). In only a decade, the Mir6
Quartet has risen to the top of the international chamber music scene, captivating audiences and critics around the world
with its youthful intensity and mature interpretations. To find out how you can receive an invitation to this exclusive evening,
contact Dominique Pelletey at (415) 830-1530
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YEs, I WouLp LiIKE TO SUPPORT THE FUTURE OF CHAMBER MUusic!
Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift payable to: San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music.
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San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music (SFFCM) is dedicated to increasing public awareness and enjoyment of chamber music and to
supporting chamber music activities in the Bay Area.

Board of Directors James T. Leak Advisory Committee Stephen Shapiro

Susan Bates, President Jodi Levitz Barbara Barclay Geraldine Walter

Patrick Wilken, Vice President Thalia Moore Robert Commanday

Tom Stone, Treasurer Douglas Powell Thomas Driscoll Executive Director

Katherine Bukstein, Secretary Elizabeth Prior Runnicles Ruth Felt Dominique Pelletey
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Judith Preves Anderson Mary Wildavsky Jane S. Roos Le Roux

Krisanthy Desby Paul Yarbrough Donald Runnicles

Office Address: 2716 Scott Street, San Francisco, CA 94123 - Fax Number: (415) 820-1530
Mailing Address: 3701 Sacramento Street, PMB 357, San Francisco, CA 94118

www.sffcm.org
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