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A Note from the President

Looking back on the last twelve months, I think it would be fair to say SFFCM has moved into the fast 
lane. The level of activity—all for the benefit of chamber music, thanks to our hard-working Board of 
Directors, affiliates, and friends—was indeed noteworthy. As with the music itself, imagination and cre-
ativity played a pivotal role this year in our approach to our mission—to make chamber music a vital 
part of the cultural life of the San Francisco Bay Area.   

The Affiliate Program currently boasts thirteen ensembles and composers and is constantly growing. 
This Program, the only one of its kind dedicated to serving established and emerging chamber music 
groups, is one of the cornerstones of our organization. Recently it has become the springboard for a new 
adjunct program serving professional Bay Area chamber ensembles. The Associate Program, suggested 
by Board members Tom Stone (Cypress Quartet) and Jodi Levitz (Ives Quartet), will offer a range of 
services to established ensembles that do not require SFFCM’s fiscal sponsorship. 

Our calendar of Affiliate events began in January 2007 with three free workshops held at the San Fran-
cisco Community Music Center on subjects of interest to all performing musicians and other related 
professionals. The Cavani Quartet, and an invited panel, also presented a workshop at Kohl Mansion 
in Burlingame. Well attended, and most informative, Katherine Bukstein’s article on page 3 tells about 
all these events in detail. It was an honor for SFFCM to receive the generous grants from the Phyllis C. 
Wattis Foundation, the Fleishhacker Foundation and the National Endowment for the Arts which make 
these workshops possible.

Our Events and Development Committee, led by Patrick 
Wilken, produced two sold out chamber music celebra-
tions this season. The first held in March at the home of 
Mary Risley, (Tante Marie’s Cooking School), thanked our 
donors with marvelous morsels by Mary and her culinary 
students. SFFCM Affiliates, Laurel Ensemble and sfSound, 
performed diverse musical selections.  In April, SFFCM 
presented the Alexander String Quartet with guest clari-
netist Richard Stoltzman for eighty fortunate fans at the 
Dolby Laboratories. Normally used for movie screenings, 
the intimate Dolby theater was transformed for this occa-
sion into a great chamber music space that even received 
a rave review from Mr. Dolby himself. Finding a time and 
place to rehearse prior to the concert that was close to the 

theater was a challenge, but Mr. Stoltzman and the ASQ found themselves an amusing spot just blocks 
from the concert site when long-time ASQ supporter, Fritz Maytag of the Anchor Steam Brewery gra-
ciously offered his taproom for the two-hour dress rehearsal of the Brahms Clarinet Quintet.  
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Photograph: Richard Stolzman explaining to Dagmar and Ray Dolby why Mr. Dolby could play the clarinet again.











The Afiara Quartet competed in the triennial Banff Inter-
national String Quartet competition last August. This fall 
they are collaborating with a rap group at the San Francisco 
Conservatory —“a meeting of worlds”. Other concerts dur-
ing the coming season will include Shostakovich Quartet No. 
5 with the Laney Sokol Contemporary Dance group, as well 
as the Sierra Chamber Society in Walnut Creek, Noe Valley 
Chamber Series, and San Francisco Performances Salons at 
the Rex Series.

Amy X Neuburg is in the process of recording The Secret 
Language of Subways, a song cycle, with producer/engineer 
Bruce Kahpah. The CD will be released in early 2008 by In-
nova records. Selections will also be performed on March 12, 
14 and 15, 2008, at Theater Artaud, where Paul Dresher will 
be presenting his opera The Tyrant. Please check the web site 
for dates and donations.

The California Quartet has crossed into the realm of jazz 
on two fronts, including a commission and recording of a 
new work called Echolocation by San Francisco’s own Lenny 
Carlson, and upcoming performances with jazz guitarist Peter 
Sprague with works composed and arranged by him for string 
quartet and jazz trio. The quartet has also recently been invited 
to be Quartet in Residence of the South Coast Symphony.

The Eusebius Duo has concerts coming up through the Noon-
time Concerts series in San Francisco and Trinity Chamber 
Concerts in Berkeley (June 21, 2008 at 8:00 pm).  They are also 
continuing their relationship with Stanford Hospital through 
the Bing Concert Series.

The Luna Nova Quartet has won a grant for their America 
Project, featuring original arrangements, adaptations, and 
compositions on musical themes of the Appalachian Moun-
tains, the Civil War and the American West, as well as man-
dolinist Ben Brussell’s original compositions. The quartet 
appeared under the sponsorship of Chamber Music America 
in the Western Alliance Showcase in Los Angeles, and also in 
San Francisco in the YES Foundation for the Arts Concert.

The Luna Trio was a finalist in the Fischoff National Chamber 
Competition 2007.  Says Jennifer Wey, violin, “our trio entered 
this competition with high hopes, and we left it with even 
higher standards and dreams.”

The Laurel Ensemble has plans for three concerts. The first 
(Dec/Jan) is an homage to Stravinsky, “All About Igor”, which 
will include a trio version of Soldier’s Tale, arranged by Stravin-
sky for clarinet, piano and violin, as well as a piece by Joan 
Tower, Petroushskates. In February, the theme is “Serenade” 
celebrating Valentine’s Day. The third concert (April/May) 
is entitled “Masterpieces” and will include music by Brahms, 

and a specially commissioned piece celebrating the name of 
their ensemble, based on the Daphne myth, by James Cohn, 
who is celebrating his 80th birthday this year.

martha & monica: the cello-piano duo of Monica Scott and 
Hadley McCarroll are launching their second season with a 
program entitled “Voyages”,  featuring music by Chopin, Ravel 
and Dusapin, as well as their own transcriptions of Debussy 
and Poulenc songs. In the spring they will pair Schubert 
and Britten with two sets of Papillons by Kaija Saariaho and 
Schumann for solo cello and solo piano respectively.

Following their Grammy nominated 2006 CD Latigo, Quartet 
San Francisco are releasing a new Violin Jazz CD Whirled 
Chamber Music, drawing from a wide variety of indigenous 
American forms, and highlighting the music of Raymond 
Scott. Future engagements for next season include concerts 
in the Los Angeles Area and S. California, Kentucky, and the 
East Coast including New York

This fall, 2007, the San Francisco Guitar Quartet presents the 
world premiere of a new work by internationally acclaimed 
composer, Gang Situ, together with San Francisco’s exceptional 
Chinese music ensemble Melody of China. They will also be 
performing in San Jose, Mountain View,  Berkeley and San 
Francisco.

The focus of sfSound is the creation,  promotion, and support 
of live contemporary music. Their summer season ended with 
a performance of 19 newly commissioned three-minute works 
inspired by Webern’s Concerto, Opus 24, all by local composers. 
The new season will include many collaborative compositions 
and improvisations and works by ensemble members. Look for 
the San Francisco Tape Music Festival, presented by sfSound in 
January, for an opportunity to hear surround sound chamber 
music for speakers!

The Lee Trio—sisters and native San Franciscans. Upcoming 
season highlights include recitals in Germany and Switzerland, 
a debut recital at the Markham Theater in Toronto, a return 
concert tour to Hong Kong and Macau, and performances in 
San Antonio, San Francisco, and Los Angeles, including the 
Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove, California.

ChamberBridge, an ensemble directed by Eva-Maria Zim-
mermann, piano, and Lara Bruckman, soprano, is working on 
an “Homage to Messiaen”. They are planning a three-concert 
series, which will cover 5 generations of music around and in-
cluding the work of the French composer Olivier Messiaen.

Please visit our website for more information: www.sffcm.
org/affiliates/affiliates/
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Thank You to Our Donors
We extend our most sincere appreciation to the following individuals, foundations, and corporations for their generous 
gifts. This support helps San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music ensure chamber music remains a vital part of the 
cultural life of the San Francisco Bay Area.

Guardian ($10,000 and above)
Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation  
National Endowment for the Arts  

Guarantor ($5000 and $9,999)
Mrs. Frances Varnhagen 
Fleishhacker Foundation 
Clarence E. Heller Charitable 
   Foundation  
Walter & Elise Haas Fund 
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation 
Ross McKee Foundation
Anonymous

Patron ($1000-$4999)
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Bukstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Reid Dennis  
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Dolby 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Fisher
Ms. Elizabeth Prior Runnicles 
Ms. Jane Roos Le Roux 
Mr. Orin Yarbrough
David and Judy Preves Anderson 
The ACMP Foundation 
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation  
Drs. Ben and A. Jess Shenson Fund 
Thomas H. and Donna M. Stone  
   Foundation
Anonymous (2)

Benefactor ($500-$999)
Mrs. Susan Bates
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Bernstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Cmiel 
Mr. Hugh Coughlin 
Nancy Quinn and Tom Driscoll 
Mr. and Mrs. William Hershey  
Mr. Gerald Rosenstein
Professor and Mrs. Dana Scott
Ms. Mary  Wildavsky
Mr. Patrick Wilken

Supporter ($250-$499)
Ms. Florence Aquilina 
Ms. Barbara Barclay  
Mr. and Mrs. Nordin Blacker  
Ms. Delia Ehrlich  
Mrs. Janet Ferguson 
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Gaenslen 
Mr. and Mrs. Clement Galante  
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Goldman  
Mrs. Katherine Hartwell-Barr 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Heller
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kahn  
Mrs. Gretchen Kimball  
Ms. Gloria Milner 
Ms. Thalia Moore 
Mr. Douglas Powell 
Mrs. Janet Robinson 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Rosen 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Shapiro 
Ms. Barbara Stevens 
SBC Foundation 
Alexander String Quartet  

Friend ($100-$249)
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Aaron
Ms. Rachael Balyeat
Mr. James Bastable
Mr. Frank Bayley
Mr. and Mrs. Paul  Bissinger
Ms. Linda Brownrigg
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Carroll
Ms. Karen Chapman
Mr. Sin-Tung Chiu  
Mrs. Elizabeth Colton
Mrs. Leonie Darwin
Dr. Joanne De Phillips
Ms. Jill Debroff
Mrs. Krisanthy Desby
Mr. Domenic Favero
Mrs. Friederike Fearney
Prof. and Mrs. Solomon Feferman
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Feller
Ms. Ruth Felt
Mr. Hartly Fleischmann
Dr. and Mrs. Seymour Grossman
Mr. and Mrs. David Hartley
Dr. Holly Holter
Dr. and Mrs. Leon Kaseff
Mr. Stephen Kealhofer
Mr. Mark Kritz
Mr. James T. Leak
Mr. Daniel Levenstein
Ms. Jodi Levitz
Mr. and Mrs. John  Lowry
Mr. and Mrs. Niall Lynch
Mr. Dmitri Matheny
Mr. and Mrs. Mack McCray
Mrs. David McDaniel
Mr. D. Mitchell
Dr. William Moores
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Morrison
Mr. Fred Muribus
Mr. and Mrs. John Osterweis
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Parker
Mrs. Nelson Polsby
Dr. Vera Price
Ms. Nancy Ranney
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ryan
Dr. Robin Schader
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Schwartz
Dr. and Mrs. Lee Shahinian
Mr. Walter Steinberg
Ms. Blanche Streeter
Mr. Michael Summers 
Mr. Michael Tekulsky

Dr. and Mrs. Clay Thomson
Mr. Clifford Thrasher
Ms. Liz Varnhagen
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Varnhagen
Ms. Barbara Wampner
Ms. Anita Weissberg
Mr. Daniel Yearwood

Associate (under $100)
Ms. Andree Abecassis 
Ms. Amy Anderson  
Mr. David Balakrishnan 
Mr. John Bennett 
Mrs. Frances Bennion 
Ms. Carol Benz 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Bohannon  
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Brown  
Mrs. Jean  Chaitin 
Ms. Agnes Chan 
Ms. Dorinda Chase  
Mrs. Warren Coughlin  
Mr. William Davis  
Ms. Joyce Featherstone  
Ms. Jane Goldberg  
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Goldberg  
Mr. John Greenwood 
Mr. John Herbert 
Mr. Bill Horne  
Mr. Rob Jacoby 
Mrs. Mary  Kimball 
Ms. Elaine Klein  
Ms. Machiko Kobialka
Ms. Juliana Kohl  
Ms. Jane Kumin  
Ms. Clementina Kun 
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Lai 
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Leavitt 
Mr. Andrew Luchansky 
Mrs.  Danae Mattes 
   and Mr. Stephen De Staebler 
Ms. Hadley McCarroll 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Miller 
Mr. Donald Millhauser 
Ms. Joan Murray 
Mr. and Mrs. Doran Newhart 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Pellerin  
Ms. Ann Redl 
Dr. Ray Rosenman  
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Ross 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schwartz  
Ms. Freda Scott  
Mr. Rick Shinozaki 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Siegelman 
Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin Simon  
Mr. & Mrs. Chalmers Smith  
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Springer  
Ms. Kate Stenberg
Mrs. Maxine Wallace 
John and Bernice Lindstrom 

Gifts in Memory of
Ms. Rheta Goldberg
    from Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Beck
Ms. Rose Zebrach Chapnick 
    from Mrs. Carol Mukhopadhyay
Mr. Richard B. Novack
    from Mrs. Gloria Novack
Mrs. Helen Shapiro
    from Mr. Stephen Shapiro
Ms. Else Reisner
    from Ms. Deborah Sohr
Mr. James  Schwabacher
    from Mr. Robert Mison

Gifts in Honor of 
Ms. Monica Scott
    from Mr. and Mrs. Paul Draper
Exeter Quartet
    from Mr. Richard Larsen
Amititai  and Elan Koren Smyla
   Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Levin
Mr. Rick Larsen
    from Ms. Christine Macomber
Susan Bates and Mack McCray
    from Mr. and Mrs. Marc Pang
Mrs. Mary Wildawsky 
    from Ms. LaDene Otsuki 
             and Mr. Jörg Rupf
   Dr. and Mrs. Julian Parer
Chloë Lula and Monica Scott
    from Mrs. Marilyne  Tron
Mrs. Frances Varnhagen
    from Mr. Albert Wald
Jupiter Trio
    from Mrs. Mary Wildavsky

Gifts In-Kind
Alexander String Quartet
Mr. James Bastable
Mrs. Barbara Barclay
Dr. and Mrs. Joe Bernstein
Chisel Design, 
       Tim Nutt and Graham Myhre
Dolby Laboratory
Mrs. Liz Dossa
Feda Corporation
Ms. Susan Hall
Mr. Patrick Francis
Laurel Ensemble
Morrison Series
Mary Risley
San Francisco Performances
College of Creative Arts, SFSU
sfSound
Mrs. Monica Scott
Ms. Barbara Stevens
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sponsored in parts by grants from the phyllis c. wattis foundation, the fl eishhacker 

foundation and the national endowment for the arts.         

San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music (SFFCM) is dedicated to increasing public awareness and enjoyment of chamber music and to 
supporting chamber music activities in the Bay Area. Our goals are to provide general assistance to established and emerging professional 
performing groups and to create educational opportunities for youth and the general public through:  1. Collaboration and partner-
ships with Bay Area chamber music organizations and national advocates to promote chamber music,   2.  Assistance to unincorporated 
chamber music ensembles engaged in projects that further chamber music through fi scal sponsorship and the services of our Affi liate 
Program,   3.   Educational opportunities that encourage participation and build new audiences for chamber music.

Board of Directors
Susan Bates, President
Patrick  Wilken, Vice President
Tom Stone, Treasurer
Katherine Bukstein, Secretary

Judith Preves Anderson
Krisanthy Desby

James T. Leak
Jane S. Roos Le Roux
Jodi Levitz
Th alia Moore
Douglas Powell
Elizabeth Prior Runnicles
Tom Stone
Frances Varnhagen

Mary Wildavsky
Paul Yarbrough

Advisory Committee
Barbara Barclay
Robert Commanday
Ruth Felt
Lynn Harrell

Donald Runnicles
Stephen Shapiro
Geraldine Walter

Executive  Director
Dominique Pelletey

Offi  ce Address: 2716 Scott Street, San Francisco, CA 94118  - Fax Number: (415) 820-1530
Mailing Address: 3701 Sacramento Street, PMB 357, San Francisco, CA  94118

www.sff cm.org
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 saturday december  1, 2007

 An Afternoon of Chamber Music
  come to discover the wealth and diversity of chamber music in the bay area

 

ChamberBridge
sfSound
martha & monica
Quartet San Francisco

Classical Revolution
San Francisco Guitar Quartet
Sqwonk
Afi ara String Quartet

3:00pm - 4:30pm 5:30pm - 7:00pm

free to the public

 berkeley piano club
 2724 haste street, berkeley, ca 94704
        


